
One vat will dye about 5 pounds  
(or 15 yards) of fabric. 

S U P P L I E S        
x One-OneThousand Indigo Dye Kit
x 5 gallon bucket with a tight lid  

or comparable container
x Dowel or long stick for stirring
x Some small disposable containers 

T I P S 
x The powders you use to make your dye vat are 

not good to breathe in. Work in a well ventilated 
area and/or wear a mask. 

x Pre wash all fabrics to remove detergents or 
residues so your project dyes evenly.

x Always stir slowly to avoid getting too much 
oxygen into the vat.

LET’S GET STARTED
1  Pour 4 gallons of cool tap water into your big 

bucket. 
2 Dissolve the packet of THIOX in about a quarter 

cup of water, then add to the bucket. Stir gently. 
3 Dissolve the packet of INDIGO in about a quarter 

cup of water, then add to the bucket. Stir gently. 
4 Dissolve the packet of SODA ASH in about two 

cups hot water, then add to the bucket.
5 Slowly stir the vat in a circular motion in one 

direction for a few minutes. Then reverse your 
stirring for another few minutes. Drag your stir 
stick along the outer edge of the vat to make 
sure it’s evenly mixed before removing it. 

6 Cover the vat tightly with the lid and let rest  
for one hour.

When you are ready to do your dyeing, remove  
the cover. The liquid will be a greenish-yellow and 
you’ll see a cluster of bubbles (the “flower”) and a 
reflective film along the top. It will smell too, but 
that’s completely normal. Gently scoop out the 
flower and set aside with a little bit of the liquid 
in a small dish — you’ll put it back in the vat once 
you’re done dyeing if you’d like to keep your vat 
going for more projects. 

PREPARE YOUR FABRIC 
Now this is the fun part. We created a short video 
with a few of our favorite shibori techniques just for 
you. Head online to learn how to create different 
patterns with folding and binding. 

Here’s the secret video link:
madekits.com/indigo 
Password: OXOMAKER

H O W  T O  M A K E  
YO U R  I N D I G O  VAT



OH BE SAFE 
Always mix your vat and do your dye work in a 
well ventilated area. Never reuse dye utensils or 
containers for eating. Don’t swallow the dye bath 
please and keep away from children and pets. 

TEXTILE LOVE
Use undyed, natural fibers like cotton, wool, silk, 
hemp or linen. Don’t forget to pre-wash with a very 
mild detergent and/or washing soda for the most 
even results. Thoroughly wet your fabric and wring 
out the extra water before dyeing. Once dyed, hang 
to dry and oxidize for 24 – 48 hours. Then wash in a 
washing machine with a small amount of degreasing 
dish detergent (it’s a trick that works super well) and 
dry in your dryer like normal.

TONES
When you lift your fabric out, it will be a yellow-
green color. As the air hits the fabric, the indigo  
will gradually oxidize and the fabric will turn blue. 
The more you dip and the longer you let them stay 
in the dye bath, the darker the indigo hue will be. 
Let the fabric oxidize for about 15 minutes between 
each dip. And remember, the fabric will always look 
darker when wet and will fade a bit when washed for 
the first time. 

HOW TO STORE
Your vat can be used for several dye sessions if you 
take good care of it. When taking your project out of 
the vat, don’t squeeze the excess dye back into the 
vat, squeeze it into an extra container to keep the 
oxygen out. When you’re done dyeing, put the flow-
er back in the bucket and stir one more time. Cover 
with a tight lid and gently move to a dark place 
where it can be stored at room temperature, being 
extra careful not to slosh it around too much. 

VAT REVIVAL
After your vat has been stored for a bit, it might look 
funky when you take off the lid. Don’t dump  
it yet! You might be able to revive it. If you see:

x Blue specks or the vat is more blue than yellow-
green: add tsp of thiox or soda ash

x White specks or it looks milky: add 1 tsp soda ash 
x Grey tone: add 2 tsp pre-reduced indigo 

Completely dissolve the needed chemicals in a cup 
of warm water first, then add to the vat, stir gently, 
put the lid back on and let it rest for 15 minutes. 

DISPOSAL
When you’re ready to get rid of your vat, simply add 
1/2 cup vinegar to the vat and empty the contents 
down the drain. 

The possibilities of shibori dyeing are endless.  
Once you learn the basic techniques, let your intuition 
and creativity guide you. When you’re ready to make 
more, check out our online shop for more acrylic 
shapes, supplies and projects. 

madekits.com  x  @oxomadekits


